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Whereas, legislation already has been or may be introduced into the 
various state legislatures by special interest groups with utter disregard for the 
overall public good, which would radically change the use pattern, the lawful 
rights of the riparian owners and the traditional philosophies of the several 
states, and 
Whereas, due to the steady increase in the varied water uses, many con- 
flicts of interests among water users will arise which must be settled in state 
courts, and said decisions will vitally affect the entire structure of wildlife and 
recreational benefits in the entire United States, and 
Whereas, the conservation world looks to the International Association for 
important leadership and, in any emergency, for action programs on matters 
affecting all natural resources, and 
Whereas, the problems imposed by a lack of coordinated planning, develop- 
ment and management of our water resources constitute such an emergency and 
necessitate such an action program, both well within the association’s area of 
responsibility, 
Therefore be it resolved, by the International Association of Game, Fish 
and Conservation Commissioners, that we create an action committee on water 
resources, said committee to be composed of individuals representing the different 
water use philosophies to be found in the various states and specifically to include 
representation from the American Fisheries Society and the Wildlife Society; and 
that said committee be charged with the following fundamental obligations: 
A. Assembling and disseminating current information, legal briefs, . 
and proposed policy on water law; 
B. Pooling of legal talent and knowledge in the preparation of briefs 
or advice bearing upon court cases involving public water rights, this 
upon request by any member agency or official of the association; 
C. Formulating recommendations to the association upon codes, 
philosophies or policies relating to water and its use. 
Be it further resolved that the executive committee is hereby authorized, 
upon petition of said action committee, to make grants of financial assistance to 
the committee for legal advice and counsel, and be it further recommended that 
the talents of the offices of the attorneys general of the several states be solicited 
for further legal advice and assistance. 
RESOLUTION NO. 5 
ANNUAL INVENTORIES OF HUNTING AND 
FISHING EXPENDITURES 
Whereas, the recently concluded national survey of expenditures for hunting 
and fishing demonstrates the considerable economic significance of fish and game 
resources, and 
Whereas, knowledge of current trends in the use of economic significance 
of the resources are important both to the business interests servicing users of 
these resources and private and governmental agencies concerned with their 
conservation and management. 
Now, therefore be it resolved, that the International Association of Game, 
Fish and Conservation Commissioners in convention assembled at Toronto this 
14th day of September, 1 95 6, hereby urges the United States Department of 
Commerce to make annual inventories of expenditures for hunting and fishing 
an integral part of its annual census of business activity and to make known 
the results of this inventory through its regular informational channels. 
RESOLUTION NO. 6 
ACQUISITION OF WATERFOWL HABITAT 
We recognize that the federal program for acquisition of waterfowl habitat 
is less than half completed and that there is urgent demand to acquire the 
needed land and water areas essential to the program. 
We further recognize that much of the waterfowl habitat is threatened with 
other projects, among them, drainage, and that unless federal and state programs 
of acquisition of essential areas are accelerated many of them will be lost for 
waterfowl purposes. 
We further recognize that there are insufficient funds available in the duck 
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stamp, P. R. and other funds including congressional appropriation to carry out 
the selective acquisition of these areas; 
And, whereas there will be reintroduction into the next session of the con- 
gress beginning in January various types of bills setting aside a certain percent- 
age of the duck stamp receipts for the purchase of waterfowl habitats; to further 
increase the price of the duck stamp; to appropriate additional funds by the 
congress for this program; and other measures having to do with its acceleration 
and 
Whereas, the International Association of Game, Fish and Conservation 
Commissioners should secure all of the essential facts with reference to all phases 
of this question; now therefore be it resolved that the president of this associa- 
tion immediately appoint a special committee to investigate the waterfowl habitat 
needs, the money needed and the various proposals of securing the needed funds 
to adequately stimulate the waterfowl habitat acquisition program. 
Further be it resolved that this committee shall make its reports and recom- 
mendations to the executive committee of this association not latter than March 
1, 195 7, which reports shall include, but not be limited to, those considerations 
mentioned in the preceding paragraph; and the executive committee is hereby 
authorized to act for and in behalf of the association before congress and else- 
where in support of its findings and recommendations. 
RESOLUTION NO. 7 
ACQUISITION AND RETENTION OF 
RESERVOIR LANDS 
Whereas, splendid opportunity for fish and wildlife conservation and 
related recreation are created by construction of federal reservoirs, and 
Whereas, the public should have the right to free and unimpeded access 
to and enjoyment of these opportunities created by expenditures of public funds, 
and 
Whereas, enjoyment of these opportunities depends in large measure on 
public ownership of adequate lands around federal reservoirs, and 
Whereas, the current land acquisition policy for federal projects restricts 
the purchase of reservoir lands unduly and permits private control and monopoly 
thus denying the public recreational benefits to which they are entitled because 
of expenditure of public funds. 
Now, therefore, be it resolved by the International Association of Game, 
Fish and Conservation Commissioners that the president of the United States 
be requested to direct revision of the land acquisition policy for federal reservoirs 
and permit public purchase of adequate perimeter lands for fish, wildlife and 
other public recreational purposes and that this association, representing the 
fish and game departments of all 4 8 states, urges modification and liberalization 
of the present reservoir land acquisition policy in the furtherance of the partner- 
ship concept believed necessary to the proper management of these resources. 
It is further urged that perimeter lands valuable for present and future 
recreational and other public uses be retained in public ownership for develop- 
ment and administration by local, state and federal agencies. 
RESOLUTION NO. 8 
USE OF PUBLIC FUNDS TO DRAIN PRIVATE LANDS 
Whereas, public money or services are now being used to drain private 
lands for personal benefit at a time when surpluses of agricultural products exist, 
and 
Whereas, there is no national emergency which warrants the subsidizing of 
such practices, and 
Whereas, it has not been determined what effect said drainage may have 
on the domestic and ground water supply of a region, and 
Whereas, said drainage of waterfowl and upland game habitat is destroying 
a great natural resource already inadequate in supply, while attempting to in- 
crease crop production without proving the need for added crops. 
Now;, therefore, be it resolved by the International Association of Game, 
Fish and Conservation Commissioners in annual convention assembled at Toronto, 
Canada, this 14th day of September, 195 6, that, the use of public money 
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